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HISTORY OF CATASAUQUA-Continued.
I following offieers, viz.: W. M., Robert McIntyre; S. W., Levi
i Kraft; J. W., James McLeary; Secretary, A. H. Gilbert; Treas
urer, Charles Wolf; S. D., F. B. Martin; J. D., Charles Allen;
S. M. C., William Getz; J. 1\1. C., James Clugstin; Tyler,
William Biery. Porter Lodge was an offshoot of Easton Lodge,
and is the parent lodge of the four following lodges, viz.: 1.ehigh, of
Trexlertown; Barger, of Allentown; Monoquesg, of Bath; and
Slatington, of Slatington. Porter Lodge has one of the finest
lodge-rooms in the valley, comprising the entire upper floor of the
Fuller Bloek, coriler of Church and Front streets.
Fuller Post, G. A. R., No. 378, was organized August 19th,
1867, when it was known as No. 74. It was named in honor of
Lieut. George W. Fuller, who shed his blood to cement our
common Union. It was disbanded October 15th, 1869, reorgan
ized in 1872, and again disbanded in 1876, to be reorganized on a
more enduring basis September 10th, 1883. The post meets in a
building which it occupies jointly with several other organizations,
on the north-west corner of Front and Bridge streets.
Walker Lodge, L O. of G. T., and a Division of Sons of Tem
perance and Cadets of Temperance, also meet in the same building
with the G. A. R.
There are also a Senior and Junior Order of American Protes
tant Association, United American Mechanics, Iron Lodge, Knights
of Honor, and several other societies meeting in the various lodge
rooms in town, affording ample opportunity for a man to visit a
lodge every evening during the week; and the stranger within its
gates who is a member of any of the more prominent secret socie
ties ean easily find congenial fellowship.

be found a large stock of white and brown Leghorns, light Brahmas,
Plymouth Rocks, black Hamburgs, and other fancy varieties of
gallinaceans. Mr. Hartman is a careful breeder, and keeps only
the most carefully selected strains of thoroughbreds, and guaran
tees every sale to be just what it is represented. All orders are
promptly booked and filled in the order in which they are received.
Mr. Hartman's address is Ferndale Post Office, J,ehigh county,
Pennsylvania.
Secret Societies.-There are quite a number of secret societies in
Catasauqua. The oldest secret organization is Catasauqua Lodge,
1. O. ofO. F., which was instituted October 6th, 1847. Thc first
officers were N. G., Reuben Seip; V. G., Aaron Bast; Sec.,
Samuel Colver; Asst. See., David A. Tombler; Traas., Nathan
Frederick. Since the institution of this lodge over four hundred
and fifty persons have baen initiated, and the present active mem
bership is over one hundred. The lodge meets in a well furnished
lodge-room in the Esch Block.
Fratcrnity Encampment, L O. O. F., was instituted June 6th,
1867, with Georgc Bower, C. P.; M. H. Horn, H. P.; D. A.
Tombler, C. W.; Daniel Gillespie, J. W.; F. M.Eagle, Treas.;
A. 11'. Koons, Scribe; Philip Storm, O. S.; Aaron Snyder, I. S.;
Henry Souder, G.; William Biery, 1st W.; John Hunter, :!d
W.; 11'. 11'. Giering, 3d W.; H. J. Eckensperger, 4th \V.; F.
Bower, 1st G. of T.; Jas. Hutchinson, 2d G. of T. The encamp
ment is in a flourishing condition.
Porter Lodge, No. 284, 11'. and A. 1\1., was originally instituted
as No. 152, on September 5th, 1853, and named after Hon. James
M. Porter, and was fully organizcd .June 30th, 1854, with the

HISTORY OF SLATINGTON.
ON the west side of the Lehigh Iliver, thirty-three miles above
Easton, at a point where the famous "\Varriol's' Path" crossed
the Lehigh, one Nicholas Kern, as early as 1737, took up land on
which he subsequently made his home. Here he also built a saw
and grist mill on Trout Creek. In the year 17tH a wagon road
was laid out on the old" Warriors' Path," crossing Trout Creek
and running through the present site of Slatington.. The descend
ants of Nicholas Kern were the only settlers in what is now
Slatington until the discovery of slate, in 1844, by William Rob
erts and :Nelson Labar, while on their way afoot from Easton to
Mauch Chunk. They leased the property from John Brenninger,
and in the spring of 1845 opened a quarry a little below where
Caskie & Emack,s works now are, and in August of the same year
John Renninger opened quarry No.1 of the Heimbach vein. A
short time afterwards Owen Jones discovered slate on the property
of Jonas Kern, and leased the land for fifteen years. He associated
William Roberts with himself, and opened what is no". known as
the" Tunnel Quarry," they agreeing to pay Kern twenty-eight
cents per ton of "slate shingles" for each and every ton of "slate
shingles" made, and stipulating that if he desired to go into
quarrying slate himself, he could not associate anyone but Jones
and Roberts with himself.

i

In 1854 the Slatington Bridge Company was chartered, and in
November of the same year their bridge was opened to the public.
The Lehigh Slate Company was also ehartered in 1854, and added
many buildings and other improvements to the town. In 1856
the Lehigh Valley Railroad was opened, and marks the era of
rapid growth in the slate trade. In the same year the hotel near
the depot was opened, several dwellings erected, and the settlement
called Liberty. In 1859 the slate-mantel factory of the Lehigh
Slate Company was erected. In 1862 the Riverside Slate Quarry
was opened. In 1863 David Williams & Co. opened a quarry
near the Lehigh lliver, and two years later put up their first
!>chool-slate factory, which was burned down in 1874. The pres
ent substantial brick structure was erected in 1875.
The borough of Slatington was incorporated September 7th,
1864. The first borough officers elected were Robert .McDowell,
Burgess; Henry Kuntz, Charles Peter, Jonas Hoffman, Henry
Handwerk, and Abraham Person, Council. A station-house and
council chamber were built in the fall of 1867, and in the spring
of 1868 the borough was presented with a fire engine and hose
carriage by the Slatingt{)U Gift Enterprise Company.
In 1826 a stone bridge was built over Trout Creek, which remained
in use until 1869, when it was replaced by the present iron structure.
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When the slate quarries in this locality were first opened their
The National Bank of Slatington commenced business August
product was confined to roofing slate; in 1852 slate mantels were 31st, 1875; Peter Gross, president; William H. Gis11 , eashier.
made, and in 1865 the manufacture of school slates was commenced
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation was organized September
by D. & H. Williams, in a small way at first, until now their 19th, 1868. The corner-stone of a union (Lutheran and Re
annual product is ten thousand cases of ten dozen school slates formed) chureh was laid June 27th, 1869, and the church dedi
each. In the fall of 1883 the Hyat Slate Company commenced cated December 25th and 26th of the same year. The union
the manufacture of school slate. John D. }~mack, of the New arrangement continued until 1880, when it was dissolved-the
York Slate and Novelty Company, commenced the manufacture of , Reformed congregation purchasing the chureh property. July
2d, 1881, the corner-stone of the present building was laid; the
school slate in April, 1883.
In addition te the slate factories and quarries, there are several I basement was dedicated November 6th, 1881, and the main
carriage factories, a grist mill, a marble yard, and other manufac auditorium was dedicated December 2d, 1883. The congrega
turing industries in the town. The post office was located here in tion own a par~onage adjoining the church.
1851, before which time the
M. E. Church.-This conmail had to be brought from
gret,"ation was organized in
Craig's Store, at the Lehigh
1869. The corner-stone of the
Gap. It was the intention to
chureh was laid September
Call the place Waverly, but as
12th, 1869, and the completed
there was a Waverly in Penn
building dedicated December
sylvania that name had to be
10th, 1869.
The Presbyterian Church.
abandoned.
In 1853 John and George
-This congregation was or
Remaly laid wooden pipes from
ganized in ] 850. The corner
a spring owned by them down
stone of the church was laid
to the town, and supplied sev
in July, 1854, and the church
eral customers with water. In
dedicated in February, 1855.
1859 they leased their pipe
In 1874 a new ehureh build
system to 1tfoses Kuntz for
ing was begun, and was com
five years, at eighty-five dol
pleted and dedicated Septem
lars per year. In 1861 D. D,
ber 29th, 1876. The Sunday
Jones bought the farm on
school in connection with this
church was started in 1854
which these springs were lo
cated, and in 1863 secured
by Robert McDowell with six
Kuntz's lease, which, together
members.
with the privilege it conferred,
Evangelical Association.
he transferred to the Slating
This lIociety was organized in
ton Water Works Company,
1862, and erected their pres
who put in iron pipes and ex
ent church building in 1870.
tended the system. In 1883
The INelsh have two
the borough bought the water
churches in Slatington-one
works and springs, from which
a Congregational, eorner of
Fourth and Franklin streets,
eight-inch pipes were laid. The
and one Presbyterian. Both
capacity of the works is about
congrcgations erected houses
30,000 gallons per day.
SCENE NEAR SLATINGTON.
of worship in 1883.
September 2d, 1868, the
The Catholic Church is the latest organized religious denomi
Slatington News made its first appearanee, Godshalk & Bright '
proprietors, editors, ete. After five ehanges in proprietorship in nation. They erected their church in the fall of 1883.
The schools of the borough are in a flourishing condition. In
ten years, it passed into the sole ownership and control of L. :K
Schlauch, January 16th, 1878. The paper has been eonsiderably 1863 the present handsome and commodious sehool building was
enlarged, and makes a specialty of slate news, without overlooking erected, but was soon too small, and in 1878 a two-story wing was
i added to it. The schools are in charge of Prof. F. J. Stetler.
other matters of interest.
In 1870 the Lehigh Valley Railroad CO!llpany built a branch ! The town at present has a population of about two thousand,
road for several miles along Trout Creek to Franklin, about two 1 and is rapidly growing.
miles above the junction. Sincc then the Berks County Railroad
Present borough officers are : 
Company have built a railroad from Reading to Franklin, giving
Burgess, Alx. Jacobs.
Chas. Berkemeyer,
a direct western outlet for the slate. This road is now leased to
\ Thomas Kern,
William Peters,
and operated by the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Com Town Council, ~ 'William Morgan,
R. H. Dolbey.
pany.
(John Kennel,

