
Red Russia Described by Eyewitnesses 
Senate Inquiry Into Bolshevism 

H E  investigation by the Judiciary T Committee of the United States 
Senate, begun Feb. 11, 1919, shed 

some new light on the Red rkgime in 
Russia. Two of the principal witnesses 
a t  the hearing were Dr. W. C. Hunting- 
ton, who from 1916 until the early Fall 
of 1918 was in Russia as  the Commercial 
Attach6 of the American Embassy a t  
Petrograd, and Dr. George S. Simons, 
Superintendent since 1907 of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in Russia and 
Finland, one of the last Americans to 
leave Russia. 

Dr. Huntington said that  not more 
than 8 per cent. of the Russian people 
were in favor of the Bolsheviki. They 
were held in submission, he added, by 
terroristic means and by a mercenary 
force of soldiers made up principally of 
Letts and Chinese. He said that  he left 
Moscow on Aug. 16 last, accompanied by 
officials of other allied nations, in each 
instance the nation concerned leaving one 
official behind to care for its affairs and 
nationals. In  the case of the United 
States the official left behind was Consul 
General Poole. 

In  answer to a question as  to the ex- 
tent of murder by official order in Rus- 
sia, Dr. Huntington produced a copy of 
an  order addressed to all Soviets in Rus- 
sia, which called for the slaughter " en 
masse " of all persons who failed to sup- 
port the Bolshevist r6gime. The order 
was issued by M. Petrovski, the Bolshe- 
vist Commissiary for Home Affairs. It 
was dated Sept. 5, 1918, and read: 

To all Soviets-The murder of Volo- 
darski and Uritski, the attempt on Lenine 
and the shooting of masses of our com- 
rades in Finland, Ukraine, the Don, and 
Czechoslovakia, the continual discovery of 
conspiracies in our rear, open acknowl- 
edgment by the Right Social Revolution- 
a r y  Par ty  and other counter-revolutionary 
radicals of their par t  in these conspira- 
cies, together with the insignificant 
extent of serious repressions and shooting 
of masses of White Guards and Eour- 
geoisie on the part  of the Sovlets, all 
these things show that notwithstanding 
frequent pronouncements urging mass 

terror against the Social Revolutionists. 
White Guards and Bourgeoisie no real 
terror exists. 

Such a situation should decidedly bc 
stopped. An end should be put to wcak- 
ness and softness. All Right Social Revo- 
lutionists known to  local Soviets should 
be immediately arrested. Numerous hos- 
t a m s  should be taken from the Bour- 
geoisie and officer classes. 

At the slightest attempt to  resist or the 
slightest movement among the White 
Guards, shooting of masses of hostages 
should be begun without fail. Initiative 
in this matter rests especially with the 
local Executive Committees. 

All branches of the Government must 
take measures to seek out and arrest  per- 
sons hiding under false names and shoot 
without fail anybody connected with the 
work of the White Guards. All the above 
measures should be put immediately into 
execution, and indecisive action on the 
part  of local Soviets must be reported to 
the People's Commissary for Home Af- 
fairs. Not the slightest hesitation or the 
slightest indecisiveness in using mass 
terror. PETROVSKI. 

FOOD CONDITIONS 

Three letters were read into the 
record by Dr. IIuntington, all from a per- 
son of the highest standing, still in Rus- 
sia and whose name for that  reason was 
not disclosed for publication. These let- 
ters painted a terrible picture of condi- 
tions in the Russian capital. The first, 
in part, reads: 

I am glad you a r e  not here just now. 
Living conditions are  awfully hard. Have 
you ever seen people dying in the streets? 
I did three times, two men and one old 
woman. * * They were not sick, just 
horribly thin and pale. 

It's awfully hard, and I would not 
have believed i t  if I had not seen i t  my- 
self. These three cases illustrate condi- 
tions in Petrograd better than descrip- 
tion. People are  dying quietly, horribly 
quietly, without groan or curse, poor, 
helpless creatures, slaves of the terrible 
regime of today. 

The next letter was dated Sept. 20 
last. In part i t  reads: 

Today Mr. Poole (American Consul Gen- 
eral a t  Moscow) left Russia. He was the 
last link between your human world over 
there and the madhouse here. You can- 
not imagine what is going on in this 



country. Everything tha t  is cultured, 
wealthy, accomplished, or educated is be- 
ing persecuted and systematically de- 
stroyed. 

We all live under a perpetual strain 
under fear 3f arrest and execution. Yes- 
terday bulletins appeared on the corners 
of all the streets announcing tha t  the Al- 
lies and the bourgeoisie have been spread- 
ing cholera and hunger all  over Russia 
and calling for the open slaughter of the 
latter. * 

People here a r e  starving in accordance 
with four categories. The first category, 
the workmen, get one-fourth of a pound 
of bread and two herrings every two 
days. The second category, the workmen 
who do easy work, get one-eighth of a 
pound and two herrings every two days. 
The third category, the people who 
" drink other people's blood," that is, 
people who live by mental work, get two 
herrings every two days and no bread, 
while the fourth category, the others who 
" drink other people's blood," sometimes 
get two herrings, generally nothing a t  all. 
I inclose the slip from the official paper 
which mentions these four categories. 

People who have a little money run 
away from Russia. They sell all they 
possess and just run. They go mainly to  
the Baltic provinces and to t,he Ukraine. 
And you know i t  is the German Con- 
sulate there which helps them to  get  per- 
mits and tickets. 

The third and last letter, dated about 
Oct. 1, tells of four new decrees, the 
first, concerning the seizure of bour- 
geois lodgings; the second, forced hard 
labor for the bourgeoisie; the third, 
requisition of warm clothes for the Red 
Army, and the fourth, concerning the 
distribution of food. 

INDUSTRIAL CHAOS 

Dr. Huntington said that all papers 
other than Bolshevist organs were sup- 
pressed. When asked what were the re- 
sults of the nationalization of industries 
he replied that in nearly every case the 
factories had come to grief. Among the 
committees of workmen that  had been 
placed in charge of the various factories 
when the decree of nationalization was 
issued, factions had sprung up, and fric- 
tion and quarrels developed over details, 
with the result that  few of the factories, 
if any, continued to run. Dr. Huntington 
added: 

The principal industry left in Russia 
now is printing paper money. I have 
seen the complete overthrow in Russia 
of all that  we know in human life as  it 

exists here a t  home. I have seen a 
condition of absolute chaos in all human 
relations develop in Russia. I have seen 
conditions attained that  amount to noth- 
ing less than a reign of absolute terror- 
ism. 

Those in authority take any measures 
they see fit, no matter how unscrupulous. 
Men and women are  held a s  hostages. 
Their army is made up principally of 
Lettish mercenaries and Chinese. They 
a r e  also using some Austro-Hungarians. 
To the so-calleu army have been added 
other citizens who are  forced to serve 
through threats against rheir wives and 
little children. 

The armies they are  reported to have 
a re  not fired by loyalty to a great cause 
but a r e  to a large extent made up of 
men whose condition is such that  they 
have joined in order to  be clothed and 
fed. 

Dr. Huntington said that 85 per cent. 
of the Russian population was of the 
peasant class, and that 7 per cent. of 
the population were workmen. This 92 
per cent., he said, no longer sympathized 
with the revolution, and was held in 
check by the terrorist machine. 

MILLIONS FOR PROPAGANDA 

That the Bolshevist group in Russia is 
spending millions of dollars in propa- 
ganda in other countries was asserted. 
In this connection Major Lowry Humes, 
the Judge Advocate in charge of the ex- 
amination of witnesses, produced an  of- 
ficial translation of a Bolshevist Govern- 
ment order appropriating 2,000,000 rubles 
for propaganda purposes in enemy, 
friendly, and neutral countries. The or- 
der, which is said to be one of many, and 
was placed in the record a s  official proof, 
was dated December, 1917. It reads: 

Order- 
For  the appropriation of 2,000,000 rubles 

for the requirements of the revolutionary 
internationalist movement. 

Whereas. The Soviet authority stands on 
the ground of the principles of the inter- 
national solidarity of the proletariat and 
the brotherhood of the workers of all 
countries ; and 

Whereas. The struggle against the war 
and imperialism can lead to complete vic- 
tory only if conducted on an  international 
scale. 

The Council of People's Commissaries 
considers it absolutely necessary to take 
every possible means, including expendi- 
ture of money, for the assistance of the 
Left Internationalist wing of the work- 
ingman movement in all countries, 



whether these countries are  a t  war or in 
alliance with Russia or are  maintaining a 
neutral position. 

To this end the Council of People's Com- 
missaries orders the appropriation for the 
requirements of the revolutionary inter- 
national movement, to be put a t  the dis- 
posal of the foreign representatives of the 
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs, of 2,- 
000,000 rubles. 

LENINE. 
TROTZKY. 
GOUCH-BRUEVICH. 
GARBUNOV. 

Dr. Simons, who wag before the sub- 
committee on Feb. 12, declared that the 
Bolshevist ascendency in Russia was due, 
in the main, to the influx of agitators 
from the east side of New York City. 
He said: 

I should like to  make i t  plain t ha t  
among my best friends and among the  
finest Americans I have known a re  men 
of Zewish blood. The unpleasant facts 
that  I shall have to disclose in nowise 
refer to  them. The persons that  hav*? 
gone into Russia and joined in  this dia- 
bolical thing over there a r e  apostate 
Jews, men who deny their God and who 
have forsaken the religion and the teach- 
ings of their fathers. 

Dr. Simons testified that  a catechism 
of atheism had been added to  the cur- 
riculum of the Russian public schools. 
He declared: 

The Bolshevik is not only a n  atheist but 
he also seeks to make all religions Im- 
possible. They assert  tha t  all misery is  
due to the superstition that  there is a 
God. One of their officials told me : " We 
now propose to enllghten our children, 
and with this purpose in view, we are 
issuing a catechism on atheism for use in  
all the schools." The man who told me 
this was the Commissary for Enlighten- 
ment and Education. 

In reply to an  inquiry a s  to what'part 
the Germans had in the forwarding of 
the plans of the Bolsheviki, Dr.. Simons 
stated that  all the German newspapers in 
Russia which had been suppressed by the 
old regime reappeared simultaneously 
with the accession of the Bolsheviki to  
power, and that  everything German or 
pro-German was fostered. Upon being 
asked the real attitude of the Bolsheviki 
ad regarded the two groups of bel- 
ligerents in the war, the witness said: 

Lenine and Trotzky were always saying 
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flesh-eating Allies." They named France 
and England, but, a s  I recollect St, did not . 

Dr. Simons told of the wholesale 
der of innocent .civilians, the outraging of 
young girls by the Red Guard, the seiz- 

suls, Ralph M. Dennis of Chicago and I' 

Robert F. Leonard of Minneapolis, who ,./. 
had recently returned from Russia, were I 
heard by the investigating committee. 
Mr. Dennis declared that in the ten 
months that he spent in Russia under . 

Bolshevist rule he ha  

acreage is under cultivation. 

These committees were put up by  the . : 

Central Government. Their members are 
drawn from the riff-raff, the men who 

bitter things against the Allies. They 
scattered posters in which they described The witness told of the condition to 
the Allies as the "~ood-d r ink ing  and which the City of Petrograd had been 



-the time of his departure, Nov. 13, 
18, its population numbered about half 

In the little more than one year of 
. ~ ~ l ~ h e v i s t  rule there have been twice as  

. m n y  Russians, men, women, and chil- 

risks his or her life. 

many from Moscow. In  Russia there is 
:no industry, the schools are cldsed, and 
i f  they were open there would be no 
books, not even any ink, for the pupils. 

- '  All over Russia there are no schools now. 
: There is no food to amount to  anything, 

Two years ago, when the Czar was over- 
< thrown, we were happy. We expected, 
': and had reason to expect, excellent laws, 

we expected peace and polltical and social 

man-dominated Bolsheviki. 

saw the clouds gathering. and we hoped 
and prayed that  our allies would come. 
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a * Today R u s s i a  i s  i n  ruins. If YOU 
had given us  50,000 good  soldiers there 
would have been n o  Bolshevism. The 
peasants are  a g a i n s t  the Bolsheviki, but 
they have no a r m s .  T h e  Bolsheviki rule 
with an  army of Letts, Chinese, Magyars. 
and Germans. 

[Further impor tan t  testimony given 
before the Senate Jud ic i a ry  Committee in 
the later days of t h i s  investigation will 
be published i n  the n e x t  issue of CUR- 
RENT HISTORY.] 

LETTER FROM AN ARCHBISHOP 

The Archbishop of Canterbury made 
public in London o n  Feb. 14 a letter from 
the Archbishop of Omsk,  President of thc 
Supreme Administrat ion of the  Orthodox 
Church in Russia, wh ich  gave these fur- 
ther facts: 

Having seized s u p r e m e  power in  Russia 
in 1917 the Maximal is ts  proceeded to dr-  
stroy not only t h e  cul t ivated classes of 
society but h a v e  a l s o  swep t  away reli- 
gion itself. t h e  representa t ives  of the 
Church, and re l ig ious  monuments vene- 
rated by all. 

The Kremlin c a t h e d r a l s  of Moscow and 
those in the t o w n s  of Yaroslav and S i m  
feropol have been sacked  and  mans 
churches have been defiled. Historical 
sacristies a s  well  as t h e  famous libra- 
ries of the P a t r i a r c h s  of Moscow and 
Petrograd have been pillaged. Vladimir. 
Metropolitan of Kiev,  t w e n t y  Bishops, and 
hundreds of pr ies ts  h a v e  been assassi- 
nated. Before k i l l ing t h e m  the  Bolshe- 
viki cut off t h e  l imbs of their  victims. 
some of whom w e r e  bur ied  alive. Reli- 
gious processsions followed by  great 
masses of People at Petrograd.  Toula, 
Kharkov. and Eoligali tch were  fired upon. 

Wherever the  Bolsheviki a r e  in  power 
the Christian Church  i s  persecuted with 
even greater feroci ty  t h a n  in the first  
three centuries of t h e  Christian era. 
Nuns are being violated, women made 
common property, a n d  license and the 
lowest passions a r e  rampant .  One sees 
everywhere death ,  misery,  a n d  famine. 
The population i s  u t t e r ly  cas t  down and 
subjected to  mos t  ter r i fy ing experiences. 
Some are purified by the i r  sufferings, but 
others succumb. 

Only in Siberia a n d  t h e  region of the 
Ural Mountains, where  the  Bolsheviki 
have been expelled. i s  t h e  existence of 
the civil and  religious population pro- 
tected under the  aeg i s  of l a w  and  order. 


